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Nationalism, ethnicity and citizenship lie at the heart of many of the societal changes that are currently transforming countries across the
world. Global migration has undermined old certainties provided by the established framework of nation‐states, with inward migration,
cultural diversity and transnational affiliations having become established facts of life in many countries. These phenomena raise
significant challenges for traditional conceptions of citizenship. This book provides a detailed examination, from a variety of disciplinary
perspectives, of contemporary issues relating to nationalism, ethnicity and citizenship. The book aims to take stock of current
understandings in this area, and to establish whether there are connections between the understandings that are being articulated within
different social science disciplines. The contributors, who are all senior international figures in their respective fields, are drawn from a
range of disciplines, including Politics, Sociology, Communication/Media, Geography, Psychology and Education. Collectively, they address
the following specific questions: * To what extent do multiculturalism and transnationalism undermine nationalism or, on the contrary,
provoke its reassertion? * How do the multiple identities and multiple levels of belonging experienced today interact with traditional
nationalist ideology? * Within multicultural societies, how far do representations of cultural others still play a role in nationalist
constructions of the nation? * How successfully have the welfare systems of nation‐states responded to the influx of migrants? * How have
national politicians responded to the cultural diversity of their own countries and have they moved beyond the traditional logic of
nationalism within their thinking? * Why are extreme right‐wing parties gaining increased levels of support? * What social and
psychological resources do citizens require in order to function effectively at the political level within multicultural democratic societies? *
How can the educational systems of states, which have traditionally been used for nationalist purposes, be harnessed to enhance the
competences needed by their citizens for successful living in multicultural societies? * What changes need to be made to educational
policies in order to ensure the effective integration of minority citizens? Despite the fact that they have been written from different
disciplinary perspectives, the various chapters in this book paint a consistent picture. They offer a view of a world in which nationalism is
still very much a dominant ideology which configures the discourse and thinking of citizens and politicians alike about nation‐states, ethnic
diversity, multiculturalism and citizenship. The crucial role of education is also highlighted, with school systems being uniquely positioned
to equip citizens with the psychological resources and intercultural competences that are needed to function effectively within multicultural
societies.
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