Natural History of Cottonmouth
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﴾Reptilia﴿
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Excerpt: ... Cricetinae 5 18 Unidentified ﴾9﴿ 17.0 The unidentified category ﴾Table 13﴿ refers to jellylike masses in the stomach or material in
the intestine in which no scales, feathers, hair, or bones 465 could be found. Most of the unidentifiable matter could be assumed to consist
of remains of amphibians, since they leave no hard parts. If this assumption is correct, amphibians comprise about 40 per cent of the diet.
Since intestinal contents were included, a volumetric analysis was not feasible. Therefore, the weight of each type of food item was
estimated and the percentage by bulk calculated from it ﴾Table 13﴿. Pieces of dead leaves and small sticks constituted most of the plant
material found and presumably were ingested secondarily because they adhered to the moist skin of the prey, especially to fish and
amphibians. However, some plant materials probably are eaten because they have acquired the odor of the prey. One cottonmouth
contained a Hyla cinerea, several leaves, and five sticks from 37 to 95 millimeters long and from 12 to 14 millimeters in diameter. Most
reports in the literature state that gravid females do not feed, but four gravid females examined by me containing large, well‐developed
embryos also contained evidences of having recently fed. Two of them had scales of snakes in the stomach or intestine, one contained a
six‐inch Lepomis, and the other had hair in the intestine and the head and neck of an adult egret in the stomach. MORTALITY FACTORS
Natural Enemies and Predators Published records of other animals preying on cottonmouths or killing them are few. Reptiles more often
than other classes of vertebrates prey on the cottonmouth. McIlhenny ﴾1935:44﴿ reported on the scarcity of snakes in areas where
alligators were present. Predation on cottonmouths by indigo snakes ﴾Drymarchon corais﴿ was reported by Conant ﴾1958:153﴿ and Lee
﴾1964:32﴿. Allen and Swindell ﴾1948:6﴿ obtained a photograph of a king‐snake ﴾Lampropeltis...
The National Gallery, London
The National Lottery ﴾Licence Fees﴿ Order 1994 : National Lottery
A Naturalist` Rambles about Home
National E‐mail and Fax Directory Set
National Economic Security : Perceptions, Threats and Policies
The National Magazine, Volume 9
The Naturalized Animals of Britain and Ireland
National Parks : Sustainable Development, Conservation Strategies and Environmental Impacts

